Souane Khamvongsa
May 19, 1937 - April 29, 2021

In Remembrance
Souane Khamvongsa
May 19, 1937 — April 29, 2021

Funeral Service
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Jefferson Funeral Chapel

Alexandria, Virginia
Program

10:00am Welcome
Ms. Dara Baccam

10:05am Buddhist Ceremony
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Presentation of the Robes
LBVEI O V9NV

Presentation of Wreaths



DBDVWOHDTI)

10:45am Eulogy

Pon Khamvongsa
Channapha Khamvongsa
Bandasack Khamvongsa

11:00am Floral Placements by Guests

11:30am Procession and Cremation
cCcoSLIVUVBVDICEHY A0

973V (LBcOnoLHO)

12:00pm Reception at Family Home
5952 Kedron St, Springfield, VA 22150
BNNIYFIFEEVIECSOD (FJOITSTNSDIVPONVCCLIZ90)
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A private service will be held on May 4, 2021 from 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. This
service is private and may be viewed via livestreaming due to COVID-19
restrictions. To view the service livestream and recording please come back to
this obituary website. We will be streaming directly to this obituary’s tribute
wall. The video will display as a post on the tribute wall when we start the
service. Please click play when the video is posted and available. If you are
having technical difficulty you can view this service later as the video is
recorded and will remain on this page. We appreciate your understanding
during these extremely difficult times.

Obituary for Souane Khamvongsa



Souane Khamvongsa was born on May 19, 1937 in Luang Prabang, Laos to a
Chinese father, Phong Han, and a Lao mother from Siengkhan, Keo. He
passed away peacefully at home on the early morning of April 29th,
surrounded by family. He is survived by his loving wife of 53 years,
Phouangphaka (Phouang), and his three children, Phonesouda (Pon),
Channapha, and Bandasack (Bebo), as well as his sons-in-law, Kane
Vongsavanh and Reginald Bonhomme.

He was the youngest five siblings, who have all passed. He had three older
sisters, Euay Eee, Euay Ta, and Euay Hom and an older brother, Ai Yuan. His
mother died shortly after his birth and several years later his father passed.

He was raised by relatives in Ban Chomkhong on the street adjacent to the
former Royal Palace in Luang Prabang. The family had a business of
importing goods from around the world. Growing up, Souane was a gifted
athlete and learned to play basketball and tennis and to swim in the Mekong.
He attended the local Chinese grade school, where he became fluent in
Mandarin. Childhood friends described him as charismatic and a jokester,
always able to attract a crowd to make people smile and laugh. His good
humor and athleticism made him popular with family and friends.

Souane would eventually leave his beloved Luang Prabang to further his
studies in Vientiane, returning to Luang Prabang occasionally, but always
representing the Province. Souane was a star and captain of the Luang
Prabang basketball team. His ability to dribble and make long shots earned
him a spot on the Lao national basketball team. In 1962, Souane represented
Laos in the Asian games and traveled with the team to play in Indonesia.

He furthered his studies abroad in Saigon and Taipei. When asked what he
learned from his studies, Phouang usually joked that he learned to, “Eat, drink



and tango.”

When he returned to Laos, he worked for his family business in Vientiane and
continued to play recreational basketball. He also coached the Lao Airlines
women’s recreational team, where he caught the eye of one of its members.
After practices, the team and coaches would go out to eat, and it was during
those group dates that Souane and Phouang became friends and eventually
husband and wife.

Souane and Phouang married on December 22, 1968 in Vientiane and in
1971 had Pon, followed by Channapha two years later, and then Bebo, in
1975. They were able to raise and protect their family, despite internal
conflicts and war in Laos, but they knew changes were coming.

After the new Lao government came to power in 1975, Souane and Phouang
tried their best to build a safe future for their children, but their affiliation with
political and military families made their future in Laos uncertain. As they saw
their friends rounded up and sent to reeducation camps, Souane and
Phouang began planning a different future for their family.

In 1979, the family escaped Laos to the Nong Khai refugee camp in Thailand.
Everyone left by boat except for Souane, who, to avoid government suspicion,
swam across the Mekong. He made it across the river but was captured by
Thai border patrol and imprisoned. He was eventually released and found his
way to the Nong Khai camp, where he reunited with the rest of the family. In
July of 1980, the family resettled in Virginia, where Phouang’s brother,
Somsanith, lived.

Like most refugees, Souane and Phouang sacrificed much to build a better life
for their children, despite not having any time to reflect on their own difficult
journeys. Souane took any job he could to earn a living, including as a



dishwasher and restaurant worker. He eventually got a job at the Washington
Post, working overnight shifts in the printing shop. He worked there for over a
decade, earning a decent wage and health insurance, which provided some
stability for his family. The later years of his work life were spent as a daytime
driver, delivering various products to clients. He enjoyed this job very much
because it allowed him to explore new places and use his Rand McNally
Large Road Map, which he loved to pull out to show his children where he had
driven that particular day.

Despite the difficult transition to America and working long hours, Souane
spent time with his children, taking them to the park and teaching them to play
basketball and tennis. Souane and Phouang’s courage and hope inspired
their children to fulfill the dream they had decades ago when they left Laos for
America. Pon and Bebo have had successful careers in the private sector,
enabling them to support their parents in their later years. Channapha started
the nonprofit Legacies of War to help clear leftover bombs from Laos. Their
parents were role models for the achievement that comes from taking risks
and overcoming hardships.

In his final years, Souane had a heart condition that limited his mobility, but he
found comfort in connecting with his family in Atlanta, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles and Las Vegas. He also enjoyed visits from his friends, especially
those from his childhood in Luang Prabang. He and his friends would spend
hours reminiscing about their younger years and catching up on where around
the world friends ended up after the war.

During his last week, Souane shared meals with his wife, soaked in the sun
on the back deck, where he usually spent his time during sunny days, and
enjoyed telling stories to his children. Souane will be missed by family and
friends from around the world.



QorUrmO0299UIVIOD ©19109I9

WnFo H18959 cHocSedLH 19 cBonBoTtwe 8 1937 HicSegmaogwrLI9
UEcn0290. WCBLHVIVYD0290 Y. CCHCTVHVIIO FVIYCTIO LVIFINFIIONV
wwgoncdeddoluegsriueicSon WmencdrS502095LH 29 (GoVLTIEMVLI
TouirnNI9zELIFNOLLED SVLIMIYWOIWENI BIreIEHVDITILLNG 53 3
CO¥NTIVHD HLIYWBOVIOI (WBV) VIVFVLVFWI(BV) CCIWIDVVOIFN(GIV) Wow
n9ancSe duw Reginald Bonhomme ccatnan now H93rmdn.

uwgoncduganmar aimovsreseg 5 Hu SuScELeFWHL V198 LIYIVTSL
90 HLSIB Juogow. HYTLOLoTLISOLUNBVCHY. YIVToLNNIIcCLcCe
Vo8).99ccnocIo330lum3999n tiNcshoangemanNoLo «atGoinlacSesdo
29MUm2983L9.

wangonlneEnLIPLELEY EUMaLesY BnrTLAOHLErE0WD10:5Y c5o9
MAOHWELIN). eauéocéomozﬁomcgﬂ%v@”‘m‘mt?)o?on. M9VHNNILVOS VIVTOV
OLHNHHSwengtmdy. cifmZo”sgDmgvﬁmmvﬂogﬁucﬁ’mﬁz COrSIVIDO
19209510779 Suéumvfmsmcfuuzﬁu HS9SILAL BVUMNWIFIFVNINGCHY.
wiconlugrlvncdnioe wWIHLESISI VwFovcTLELITLCED (SrDodioson war
51cd90:m3n 3969005 6HEILITBLTBLENBLCD CarWITVHOLI)BOVIL.
©090cOLAVHBSoNLNTS 529508 ccorcngIcILHI cSoluiawgonldgu

00ILVOLYLYDV CRCTDUISNCCWHI2998I0WVDHCCILTRCWOD).

UIVFOVIOPINM0IWELIY WSIVOLYDOFIFV ccCINSTOILUTIVCHO ccalactnlo
CD LMWL IVAIVHI !BV OISIZDYHLVLIVVOYC20INIOYWEVIY.
©oDCH9TIZILIOdWD2eguIlacSo o EncSencdahugrose)e:&o
2709E9IVIFNIO CCALLOMINIIVLNN90 WSOV 293L ILFDICOCTBMICID
2onIy9lc 3 SEA Gamesdulocucie.



BawFonloBlenIoluSnarniilagevcatlacy. BenTILesNod "taINlos Lme)co

v o 4 ' - & %
eJ0179ULCN0 7" ©97DI1YWOHWENT LNCIDVLCCNVMVE) 09 "290SIJVND SIJVOL NUSIV
corvecngln!”

M399INSIVHVHVHLLIVLNOID VIIVFOVNOCS0OINFOLNIEHOL2DINBLHOES
039V ccdﬁég%wc”)mgvﬁmmvﬁog?v@‘wdﬁgcﬁa@ow,\jové‘vccazaanﬁﬁg
8. LENLL BLENCELTLOENlTHLFHIVLIVLLDYSYTESNVSVESYTIBNIL
51090 39008NWIHLITHLLCDEFNOICTEY 1HLTLLIZNEVBI2E)HL. WSY
PINCENCOVEITO WONHNHIBYCRCEN HNDrWINVIHVCEIRLYIF9S VLIV
cODULH.OVUILTOLHVEIMINWOIWENT MONIBLICTVBYCBOL HVEN I
H2re HI0.

H99990ccc199MWHVLILSLEH 22 cSovtivoa 8 1968 eoy9s cazlnd 1971 Hlon
HVWISO HWOVYOI ANMIVOVBPVVEW? Toco099998G 09 wargNxIOMD GLU
W38 1975. (195399590903590ccrTNUBYIN cH9ccNSIC0IL 2xcTiVGO9cOI
Snondocceynagnmmucioewieluutcno 39cEoltinandad9ddosnorvenmn

DIVIN. CATWONCH VNS OO NIYPLDNIVUIVCCUHCNOSD.

mi")‘)m:nf)on:mvgo?wcgwmﬂneaguzcmo?vﬂ 1975 19DFOVCILBIVINWOYWE
9 ﬁZo”w:ms‘w;Jos)ovu:m,\)‘)ocﬁ?ss”‘)gezméoﬁé00802&) Toigncda coinand
SonRodvHvesLHOVTMIVEITNIVCID)IMNILLOLNI S0 lTTwoncBvL SN0
culanyovernadoglnuicnonaro. ciacivuyckovnIBdVHNFLIVSILELI

WONCHLNCS VOICCWLOIVINO LTV FIMSVODLHO.

3 1979 VIVFoLICWINBLHOMSLETDPINULN070 WIIVSLWESLTTVLEYBIE
urcnolu LoelolucheocarandcSaginzenlu arnrilnuanssesinluceg oo
Hics9090590s. wWaseluse0d)ln WILNICHNOIMN00IOCOVINFV Y
ﬁnégZo”ci"Jvcom%vg. wHNUseln thmﬁZUcC“;f)?suﬁucﬁscco::gméfﬁ:;mmagme).
TucSonNaznar 8 1980, #2UHoUIIVFOVIGCELNINVISOOTEMEI0DICLENI CCIT
\oG9RunILlvelndocdscie HHLBVeY §5099umSugbo 69599 sreze
©IVIYPWOYWENA.



SPVLNVFIOSLWESLFOVIMES WIVTOVLITBVIOICHVIBNOWINIVCTOTLIEY
lmemooy cheg195850lBE8nrocH luiang LoebldeB9cignorneInILING
ACe9cIDOFRY. WIVFToVLBBLCS0OINYNEINLBOMICTVLIDIINDLHO BBLCSO
0N TOBCILOINELY ESIVDINI. ‘ngvgom”‘)e VIVI0DINVIOSTOTDYSHL
Washington Post, cS0o3nmn196uinwrcun@unshSeu ccozc§0Q$ﬁvcﬁvcooﬂ
Suno73 LosdrelowsvaovwaiurHnlwgaiwiltinsvdo. I VWILIGUFLIY
c€003NN79cSDL TVHVELIOFITHISBLECAEWLS0MEHVELY luigNEe? F9UIVHN

mo98cWwIosLI0U LB

CH9CcDHUCUESLHVODIVIIVINBINEHD B9HIIVELN ILNILTLIOGIAVLESO
ToveilueacEnINIL WIZoPNS9Sco Nt wIwoncdlvmSvzo
FIIDITVE CCOYTOLWONCEINSVHIVIVVOY HUCHLDY. POIVTIMIVCCDTOOID
md92e9uigoncarivaren LocinesgOvoanls ltiwongngzegckv Smd9las
FucacsolvnoivladnzegwoncdicismarnSulnonnendLwLHLETHIN
UEcn0290090D CIVO0IVIIEVLLI. WBDTOICDDVLMIFN LdUESLeDWINISO
vBainIWILILWINToVcENEL F9ldcdedwoeluiyTe9)IIVINFoBSFHQD0
LIVONSWBIVCBDETIFLD. FoVFVLLIWINGFI9HISINVLLLSIGELHND LD
D2:ON2993997L M Legacies of War 2109 cBegoecriunanarcSolittinccon
gDUL0270. Wc2e9WwoNcEacaaccsucdnincLLELE2EgN0IVINIONT

DIINNIVTINCATIRVCSIQEVEOOIVEINIIVIN.

(ngiogcommoveg@gouﬁeeagc@v urngovlodvioectuisndiols 39csoluion
1099909 ccirILNIoBooILINHLNILAOGOISS LMY NDESLHLE VB9 So9
Atlanta, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, ccor Las Vegas. LENDIND WILENTEL
©0IVLOVIVIINTUCWOL LoBTECWICEDVCNICTICCHITUIVCANVBBFINMI0IWE
099 BICCOTOILLIIVLEIVTIVSIO DE3NOVIVCHINOIVMIITHIL cliLDTMDIBY
009.

lwerdogoree9d80209cBy MIFoVHIUIN0DI SIF2rwrvdel loHvceINLS
WM 1029NLIVIRVLININS0LcTOMIITIV VaniivianloeenuI)cGLULHI



FHNY W HNRBLINI0E ccooNcDIS9290cH1HCLO0IVLEYH9E9 FWoNINIEY

Emmif)gﬁ:?om”‘)e)eegiﬁo. uInFon 5939 OeclvarelunoInF9H9 ENccwy ot
HOS9060CT)Y eegtbuozmccozqméf)c%ﬁv cccintel luooInggerzegtiviegcar

sickovluholona.



Tribute Wall

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Webcast in memory of Souane
Khamvongsa

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - May 01, 2021 at 09:56 AM

Souane Khamvongsa

October 27, 2022 at 09:45 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Souane Khamvongsa.

May 05, 2021 at 01:36 PM

1 file added to the album Souane

Aaron - May 04, 2021 at 08:29 AM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

