Richard E. Merkel

March 20, 1932 - March 30, 2022

Richard “Dick” Eugene Merkel of Fort Belvoir, Virginia passed away on
Wednesday March 30, 2022. He is preceded in death by his parents, Matthew
A. Merkel and Helen S. Damage and his daughter, Regina L. Merkel. Dick is
survived by his loving wife of 31 years, Roxie A. Merkel; brother William
(Charlene), sister Mary Denise Reckard (Joe); daughters, Judy Soule (Kevin),
Jacqueline Martini, and Anne Lang; stepchildren, Eric Emerson (Elizabeth),
and Kara Emerson; grandchildren, Kyle, Kenan, Gary, CJ, Michael, Kristy,
Delaney, Drew, Bryce, Olivia, and Aidan; and great-grandchildren, Tessa,
Daphne, Seth, and Brooklyn. Also surviving is his first wife, lla Jean Yung
(Duane) of Clutier, IA.

Dick, a retired Colonel and fighter pilot in the U.S.A.F., enjoyed a long and
successful career in the military among many other interests. Born March 20,
1932 in Mason City, IA, a son of an lowa School Superintendent, schooling
was always an important part of his life, as was baseball. He finished high
school in Oxford Junction, IA and after graduating from Loras College in
Dubuque, IA, he briefly joined the ranks of the St. Louis Cardinals Franchise
until he received word that he was accepted into the Air Force. Dick spent the
next 27 years in the military in key strategic and tactical commands. After
assignments at Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany in the Tactical Fighter
Squadron and temporary assignments in many other countries around the
world, he flew over 150 missions in Vietnam in support of U.S. operations in



Southeast Asia.

While stationed at the Pentagon, he participated in the development of the Air
Force War and Mobilization Plan, and went on to be Chief of the Munitions
Plans Division. He then served in the Alaskan Air Command as Vice
Commander of Operations responsible for the personnel and operations in
defense of Alaska, and then assumed Command of Eielson AFB and of the
Combat Support Group. He retired from the military as Director of Forces in
the Tactical Air Command at Langley AFB, VA. Throughout his military career,
education continued to be of the utmost importance where he received a
Masters in Public Administration from The George Washington University;
attended the National War College, where he also played baseball; and went
on to an Executive Management Program at the University of Pittsburgh.

After logging more than 5300 hours of flight time in the Air Force, Dick retired
to lowa, and then to lllinois building not only a runway through the cornfields,
but also constructing a two-seat aerobatic sports plane, the Acro Sport I,
which he flew regionally and cross-country throughout his retirement. That
airplane, the Blue Eagle, now hangs in the Experimental Aircraft Museum in
Oshkosh, WI. His lifetime interest in collecting continued into retirement along
with other stints: working in hardware and farming; serving on the Tama
County Emergency Management team; starting a Lions Club in Clutier, IA.;
and continuing his education on the Gl bill at the University of Northern lowa.
He spent many winters in Arizona staying warm and attending as many spring
training baseball games as possible until the move to Virginia in 2017.

A member of the Order of Daedalians- a National Fraternity of Military Pilots,
he also was an invited and lifelong member of the QB's, ye Anciente and
Secret Order of Quiet Birdmen, a society of male aviators. He always enjoyed
this social time sharing his military and wartime stories with other pilots. Right
before his passing, Dick celebrated his 90th birthday with family and friends;



enjoyed a day in Washington, DC with his daughter Judy; and listened to his
last baseball game with his favorite team, the St Louis Cardinals, winning by a
landslide.

A Funeral Mass of Christian Burial planned for a later date in Oxford Junction,
IA where he will be laid to rest. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that you
make a donation to the Loras College Fund (https://alumni.loras.edu/giving),
to The World Central Kitchen (https://wck.org/donate) in support of efforts in
Ukraine, or to a charity of your choice in Dick’s honor.

Please join us July 9th in Oxford Junction, lowa for Dicks funeral and
Celebration of Life. Mass will be at 11:00 AM at Sacred Heart Church. Military
rites follow at Mayflower Cemetery. There will be lunch after at the
Legionnaire. Everyone is welcome to join us for the day as we honor his very
special life.



Previous Events

Memorial Mass

JUL 9. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Sacred Heart Church

309 Church St

Oxford Junction, IA 52323
https://sacredheartoj.org/


https://sacredheartoj.org/

Tribute Wall

My connection with Dick was through the EAA organization. Dick
and | completed our Acrosport Il aircraft close to the same time. We
both served on the panel for the Acrosports each year at Oshkosh.

Dick was always entertaining and very friendly each time we got
together.

| have missed seeing him each year at OSH. Very sad to learn of
his passing. He lived a very fruitful and full life.

Maybe see you in July.

Steven Manweiler
Acrosport N94SM (Lonesome Linda)

Steven Manweiler - March 11, 2023 at 12:11 PM

Richard E. Merkel

October 27, 2022 at 09:45 PM
My condolences to all of this family. So many lives touched. To
Roxie, | send a special word of recognition. Thanks

Kathleen Butcher Lebo - April 07, 2022 at 12:51 PM
Dick was a dear friend, and a kind and unassuming , soft spoken
man. What a pleasure to have known him. My heatrtfelt sympathy to

Roxie and all of his loved ones.

Helen Christensen - April 03, 2022 at 06:13 PM



1 file added to the album Memories Album

Anne Lang - April 03, 2022 at 02:56 PM

And there he is, in the cockpit of the plane he built soaring like an
eagle.

Jackie Martini - April 03, 2022 at 09:31 PM

Many years ago,Col. Merkel and | (for some forgotten reason) were
talking about the location of Abilene, TX. | thought it was in one
place, he informed me it was in another. Convinced | was right, as
most 21 year olds tend to think they are, | held my ground. Finally,
after going round and round on this, the Colonel pulled out a map
which clearly showed he was correct. He then looked at me with a
smile and a chuckle and said, “don’t ever argue with a pilot about
the location of anything...you’ll lose.” A lesson learned that day :) !
Condolences to Judy, Jackie and Anne and the rest of the family
from the Nelson family. RIP Col. Merkel and may you dance in the
heavenly skies in the plane of your choice.

Scott Nelson - April 03, 2022 at 12:17 PM

My sincere condolences to the entire Merkel family. | always enjoyed
the sly hi and smiles of Dick whenever he was talking. Dick May you
always fly over with a tip of the wings as you enjoy those trips over the
lowa farm.

Pat Arthaud - April 04, 2022 at 08:40 AM



