
Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn
June 6, 1928 - May 30, 2021

Paula Cohn was born on June 6, 1928, named Pauline Harriet Brimberg, as
the 4th child of Simon and Sadie (nee Hoffstein) Brimberg, in Brooklyn, New
York. Her siblings were Rose, the oldest (age 9), next came Michael (age 7),
and third Dorothy (age 2). Their father died when Paula was one-year old and
her brother tended to her like a father, particularly when she became a
teenager. The family suffered economically and when Paula was 10 years old,
they moved to 107th Street on the west side of Manhattan. While enrolled in
Junior High School 68, Paula was acclaimed in school plays, acting as a scary
witch. In after-school recreation, she met Frank while playing ping pong; she
had no idea that she was going to marry him six years later. Her teachers
selected her to compete for a slot in the renowned Hunter College High
School and she entered that school after passing its test. By then the war had
started and her beloved brother was drafted into the US Marine Corps and
sadly did not survive; Paula could never quite transcend this tragedy. 

After High School graduation, she enrolled as an Education major in the City
College of New York (CCNY), entering as one of the first women accepted by
the College. There she met Frank again who had returned from the war and in
November 1948 they eloped to be married. There was a post-war housing
shortage, and their marriage remained a secret for almost one month, until
they finally found a one-room apartment with kitchenette on 100th Street in
Manhattan. Now Paula went to work as a model for Lerner Shops in the New



York garment center and transferred to CCNY night-school, supporting Frank
economically until he graduated in the following year. She left New York as an
Army wife in June 1949, about one year short of graduation. 

 

The first residence after New York was Columbus Georgia near Fort Benning.
Six months later it was Junction City, Kansas adjacent to Fort Riley. The first
year dictated economic constraints based on Frank’s meager Lieutenant’s
salary. In 1949 Frank had orders for Europe; they shipped out on an Army
transport with Frank in a room with 3 other officers and Paula in a room with 3
other wives. Assignments were only given upon arrival at Bremerhaven. Paula
had followed the airlift story about Berlin and the Russians had just lifted the
blockade – it was a worry for her, and she prayed that the assignment would
be anywhere except Berlin. Upon arrival the assignment was Bamberg,
Germany with duty station Grafenwöhr. “Grafenwöhr where is that” Well, at
least it is not Berlin!” Paula ended up in Bamberg, while Frank took off to
Grafenwöhr maneuver area. Paul languished alone with a non-English-
speaking German maid, paid for by war reparations and a newly acquired
German Shepard puppy named Duke. It was a very lonely experience until six
months later Frank received a transfer to Berlin and Paula was quite happy to
go there, where there was far less separation. They had a beautiful,
requisitioned villa with a garden in back, while Dukie harassed the swans in a
nearby lake. Unfortunately, the Berlin tour was cut short after one year when
President Eisenhower insisted on thinning out the dependents in the engulfed
city. It was back to Bamberg but only for a short stay, as Frank’s Infantry
assignment ended, and he was transferred to a Military Police job in
Darmstadt. That city was a university town, and they enjoyed the Fasching’s
activities with the students during the spring. Again, the stay was short-lived
as Frank’s unit was transferred to Wurzburg. There was no way to plant roots. 

 

In 1953 it was back to the States, to Augusta, Georgia with a short stay for
Frank’s school in Fort Gordon and then to Youngstown, New York where



Paula got a job on the Fort Niagara Post and later acted as Guide for visitors
at the Old Fort. Frank became allergic to Dukie and Paula had to make a
decision whether to keep Frank or Duke. They reluctantly gifted Dukie to a
family with seven-year-old twins who ended up loving that dog as much as
they did. When Frank received overseas orders to Korea in 1957, Paula
returned to her mother’s house in Manhattan and finished College at CCNY,
graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree. While student teaching in New
York was a challenge with older groups of Spanish-speaking kids, the next
stop was an even bigger challenge in Fayetteville, North Carolina where Paula
gained employment as a 3rd grade teacher in nearby Spring Lake, teaching
kids of soldiers stationed at Fort Bragg. There were no breaks, hardly any
janitorial assistance and a very large class with diverse backgrounds.
Although there was reciprocity for the teaching license from New York, Paula
was still required to take a North Carolina history course. Paula encouraged
Frank to submit an application for advanced degree education and
surprisingly he was selected by the Army to attain a Masters Degree at
Michigan State University; Paula said: “Me too!” and enrolled in the school’s
education program leading to a Masters Degree in Guidance and Counseling.
As an Army wife, she was charged in-State tuition and as older students they
were invited into faculty housing. While Paula decided to forego further
studies and instead seek employment in the Killeen, Texas school system
where she taught 5th grade children in a school on the Army base, and with a
requirement to take a Texas history course. 

In 1963 it was off to Washington, DC and instead of teaching, the Cohn’s
decided to become parents. Laura Ellen Cohn was born in 1964 and life was
no longer the same thereafter. The first step was to move to a larger
apartment. And thereafter being a mother to Laura turned out to be a full-time
job. After a brief move to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, it was off on the
steamship ‘United States’ for a second tour in Germany. This time the Cohn’s



traveled as ‘First Class’ passengers. The three-year tour was divided between
Boeblingen near Stuttgart and Fuerth near Nuernberg. Paula was drawn into
the Army Wives Club, where she ended up chairing the local chapters while
tending to Laura’s ever-growing requirements. In 1969, while Frank was off to
Vietnam, Paula with Laura rented a house for a year in Long Beach, NY. It
was close to the beach, not too far from her sister Dorothy or even her
mother’s apartment in Manhattan. In a silly dispute with her landlord, she was
evicted as Frank returned from Vietnam and they were happy to celebrate the
eviction residing one month in Miami Beach, Florida. And then it was off for
their third overseas tour in Germany, to Heidelberg. For over a year, they lived
in an apartment in nearby Kirchheim, on the German economy, where Laura
and her newly found German girlfriend developed a special Anglicized
German language to converse with one another. Subsequently there was
another move to a beautiful house in the Heidelberg American Housing Area.
Officers Wives Club commitments followed. It was a pleasant life in an
American enclave within a foreign country. 

In June 1974 there were orders for Frank to return to Washington, DC. Frank
went ahead first and bought a house in the Mount Vernon District of Virginia.
When Paula finally saw it, that is when she decided to acquire a new career
as a Real Estate Agent. She passed the test without problems and joined
Mount Vernon Real Estate, which later was absorbed by Weichert Realty. She
took more courses and secured a Real Estate Broker’s license. Her earnings
became savings and that continued past the turn of the century until 2007,
when she finally retired from the workforce. She was able to fix up her home
until she became happy with it. She really hated to leave it when Frank
insisted that it was time to move into an easier lifestyle. In November 2016
they moved to The Fairfax, a military retirement community and leased a two-
bedroom with den apartment. It was not the happiest time for Paula. She
missed her former house and in February 2017 suffered a minor stroke. Two
years later she suffered a bad fall which fractured her right shoulder. By



November 2019 she was fully recovered from the fall and celebrated her 71st
Wedding Anniversary at The Fairfax. 

 

She will be sadly missed by all who knew her. A funeral service will be held at
Belvoir Chapel, 5950 12th St., Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060 on Thursday, June 3,
2021 at 2PM. Interment at Arlington National Cemetery on a later date. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may be made in Paula’s memory to the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum at www.ushmm.org.



Cemetery Details

Arlington National Cemetery

1 Memorial Drive
Arlington, VA 22211

Previous Events

Funeral Service

JUN 3. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Fort Belvoir Main Chapel
5950 12th St
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

Reception

JUN 3. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

The Fairfax at Belvoir Woods
9140 Belvoir Woods Pkwy
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060
(703) 799-1200



Tribute Wall

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - June 01, 2021 at 02:06 PM

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of
Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn

BO

Bonnie - June 01, 2021 at 09:17 PM

Our Aunt Paula was beautiful inside and out. We'll miss her and love
her always.

 Barbara and Bonnie

BO
Bonnie - June 02, 2021 at 12:25 PM

PS From the photo you can see she even had Bobby Kennedy
charmed and mesmerized. She had beauty and brains.

NS
nancy Scanlan - June 02, 2021 at 02:43 PM

How wonderful to be able to share these moments from the past with
you.

MB
Mary & Jeff Burgess - June 02, 2021 at 03:11 PM

What beautiful memories of a beautiful woman. She and Frank always
had sparkles in their eyes and gorgeous smiles!




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Judy Bennie - June 03, 2021 at 09:11 AM

Laura, truly beautiful. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your
dad.

  
Judy

October 27, 2022 at 09:45 PM

Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn

Joe and Beate Nassif and our five Children - June 16, 2021 at
01:41 PM

Joe and Beate Nassif and our five Children
purchased the Southern Magnolia Tree for the
family of Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

Yvette Fraggetti - June 04, 2021 at 08:29 AM

Laura, I’m so moved having read about your mom. Thank you for
sharing her story. There’s a reason they’re called the “Greatest
Generation” and she sure deserved to be called great! I will be
praying for you and your father to be lifted and comforted. 

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=815&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=815&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Tom Jones - June 03, 2021 at 08:34 PM

Dear Frank, 
 Helga and I send our sincerest condolences to you and your family

on your loss. I reflect back to when we first became acquainted with
you and your charming lady in 1968 in Heidelberg. We have
enjoyed the occasions since then when we have met again at MP
functions. 

  
Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family in this time
of sorrow and loss. 

  
Warmest regards, Tom snd Helga Jones

Charles Hammaker - June 03, 2021 at 06:27 AM

Our long time association with Paula makes this a sad day indeed
for us. We recall fondly the number of times Paula served us well as
we had many real estate transactions that she made for us. Later at
The Fairfax our weekly dinners together with Paula and Frank were
memorable. We are grieving at our loss of friendship. 

  
Myke and Chuck Hammaker

June 02, 2021 at 05:43 PM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4269&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Nancy Scanlan - June 02, 2021 at 02:29 PM

Our hearts are heavy with sorry for you. Love always, Pop and Nan
(John and Nancy Scanlan)

Ken and Anne Freimuth - June 02, 2021 at 10:48 AM

Anne and I met Paula at the 1999 Retired Military Police Officers
Association Reunion in Phoenix . What a gracious lady! We have
stayed in touch with Paula and Frank ever since. She will be
missed. May Peace be Upon Her. 

  
Ken and Anne Freimuth 

 Ogden, Utah

Love, Bonnie and Barbara and all the boys - June 01, 2021 at
09:22 PM

Love, Bonnie and Barbara and all the boys
purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the
family of Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

Christine J Prescott - June 01, 2021 at 08:30 PM

Christine J Prescott purchased the Beautiful in Bl
ue for the family of Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 01, 2021 at 07:06 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

Debbie & Michael Linick - June 01, 2021 at 03:29 PM

Dear Frank, 
 
Michael and I extend condolences to you and Laura as you mourn
the passing of your beloved wife and mother. We have always
enjoyed visiting with you and Paula and will miss breaking bread
with both of you. We are here for you during this mourning journey
and thank you for all the ways you have contributed to so many
vibrant communities in the military, at University of Maryland, with
the Holocaust Museum and at the Fairfax. May you find support
among all your communities during this time.

June 01, 2021 at 01:33 PM

Rose Remembrance was purchased for the
family of Pauline "Paula" H. Cohn.

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

