Melaku Mehrete Belay

%
. October 13, 1948 - July 8, 2024

In Loving Memory of Melaku Mehrete Belay

‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die” (John
11:25)

Melaku Mehrete Belay, born in 1948 in the vicinity of Yemeka Abo, Gojam,
Ethiopia, was a remarkable and kind-hearted man who touched the lives of
many. His journey began under the guidance of his parents, Woizero Yimegne
Mebratu and Ato Belay Mehrete, who ensured he received a traditional church
education. When the time came for his formal education, Melaku and his
father moved to Harar, where his father accepted a government position.
There, Melaku excelled at Medhane Alem Secondary School, graduating with
honors.

Melaku's academic achievements earned him the Enno Littmann German
Scholarship, leading him to Addis Ababa University (formerly Haile Selassie
University), where he graduated with a degree in Electrical Engineering in
1973.

Starting his professional journey with the Imperial Ethiopian
Telecommunication Board, the precursor to today’s Ethio Telecom, Melaku



joined the ranks of technical elites in Ethio Telecom Operations and
Maintenance. He worked diligently and rose to lead the Operations
Department. His leadership took him to various parts of Ethiopia and the
world, where he inspired and guided his dedicated staff, who continue to hold
him in high esteem today.

In 1995, Melaku moved to the United States with his family, continuing his
career at Primus Telecom in Virginia. For the next 20 years, he served as a
Technical Manager, excelling in his role and advancing to a senior position
where he led and oversaw numerous staff and projects with unwavering
dedication until his retirement.

Melaku's legacy extends beyond his professional achievements. As a devoted
father, he provided his sons, daughters, and adopted niece with opportunities
for education and successful careers. His support extended to family
members in Ethiopia and those resettling in the U.S., always encouraging
them to strive for success, leading with love and empathy. He was so giving,
always lending a hand to many, opening his home, and allowing them to be
part of his family.

Let me know what you think: A pillar of the community, Melaku was one of the
founders of the Menelik Club in Virginia, a self-help organization dedicated to
defending human rights and freedom of speech in Ethiopia. The club, under
his leadership, supported exiled journalists, diaspora media outlets, and
humanitarian efforts. In addition, Melaku was an active member of Fana
Maheber for 15 years and served as its Vice President. Through his
endeavors, they were able to build a water supply for the Debra Lebanos
Monastery in Ethiopia. Melaku also played a compassionate role in arranging
Fana Maheber’s efforts to support families during their most difficult times,
helping to cover funeral and other expenses associated with the loss of loved
ones. His philanthropic efforts also included building an elementary school



and a church in Ethiopia.

Despite being ill since March, Melaku demonstrated remarkable strength and
resilience, pushing through everything that came his way. His perseverance
allowed us the precious time to be with him until his passing on July 8, 2024.
We are profoundly grateful for his strength and the time he gave us.

Melaku's passing leaves a void in the hearts of his family, friends, and
colleagues. He will be deeply missed by his loving wife Beletshachew, his
sons Beakal and Zelalem, his daughters Eskedar, Albab, Hiwot, niece Rahel,
and his grandchildren, and all who were fortunate to know him. As we
remember his love, teachings, and generous heart, we strive to live our lives
through the values he instilled in us and showed us every day. One of his
favorite sayings was, “Love conquers all and we must yield to Love”, which he
often shared with his loved ones.

The family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to everyone for their
support during this difficult time. May Melaku Rest in Peace. God bless our
community, and may we find hope and strength to continue from this difficult
time in our lives.
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Previous Events

Day Before

JUL 15. 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

The Waterford
6715 Commerce Street
Springfield, VA 22150

Funeral Service

JUL 16. 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

Debre Haile Kedus Gabriel Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
2601 Evarts St NE
Washington, DC 20018

Graveside Service

JUL 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

Fairfax Memorial Park
9900 BRADDOCK ROAD
FAIRFAX, VA 22032

Reception

JUL 16. 1:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

The Waterford
6715 Commerce Street
Springfield, VA 22150



Tribute Wall

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of
Melaku Mehrete Belay

Melaku Mehrete Belay
October 13, 1948 - July 8, 2024

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - July 14, 2024 at 03:53 PM

Zemach A. purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet
for the family of Melaku Mehrete Belay.

Zemach A. - July 16, 2024 at 09:00 PM

This is still feels unreal. | know for sure that God takes who he
loves! May your kind and sweet soul rest in peace Gash Melaku!
You will never be forgotten and will forever be missed }J,,

Herodawit Tesema - July 16, 2024 at 10:49 AM
Elshaday Negash and family purchased the Beau

tiful Dreams for the family of Melaku Mehrete
Belay.

Elshaday Negash and family - July 14, 2024 at 11:49 PM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Vincent DuBois planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Melaku Mehrete
Belay.

Vincent DuBois - July 13, 2024 at 11:26 AM

Vincent DuBois purchased the Full Of Love Bouq
uet for the family of Melaku Mehrete Belay.

Vincent DuBois - July 13, 2024 at 11:26 AM

Genet Takele Moraetes family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Melaku Mehrete Belay.

Genet Takele Moraetes family - July 12, 2024 at 11:44 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Melaku Mehrete Belay.

July 12, 2024 at 11:44 AM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

The Bizzell Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Melaku Mehrete
Belay.

The Bizzell Family - July 11, 2024 at 04:37 PM

The Bizzell Family purchased the Simply Elegant

Spathiphyllum for the family of Melaku Mehrete
Belay.

The Bizzell Family - July 11, 2024 at 04:37 PM

42 files added to the tribute wall

Eskedar - July 10, 2024 at 05:44 PM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

