Mark E. Poulsen

September 12, 1963 - October 4, 2025

Mark was born in Rockville, Maryland on September 12th, 1963. He was the
fourth of five children of Louise Kay Poulsen and Gerald Ralph Poulsen. Mark
grew up in a close, loving family with many extended family members. His
youthful curiosity and thrill-seeking nature led him into many escapades and
endeavors, which have since become legendary stories amongst his friends.
His witty charm and sense of humor kept him (mostly) out of hot water and
made him a favorite among his friends and family.

As a teenager, he learned to work on engines, and worked endlessly to
perfectly tune his prized ‘69 Chevrolet Chevelle. By high school, he’'d gotten
into racing cars, motorcycles, and dirt bikes, at which he was a natural. He
focused most intently on motorcycle racing, and this hobby took him all
around the mid-Atlantic region, where he was able to hold his own against
competitors with far more experience and resources.

Mark began his work life at Ray’s Deli in Aspen Hill, Maryland at the age of 14,
and this began a lifetime of hard work. He took great pride in the fact that he
worked hard to get what he had throughout his life. He went on to work at
O’Dell Electric and then completed an apprenticeship program to become a
Master Electrician. In 1986, Mark began his career at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing in Washington, DC as an electrician. After several years, he and
his brother Jon entered the Electro-Machinist program together.



A proud graduate of the new four-year training program, he didn’t just pass—
he soared, earning the highest GPA in his class. But he wore that
achievement lightly, preferring to teach others rather than talk about himself.
He was the guy who’d fix your problem, explain how he did it, and then—just
when you thought he was done—say, “You know, there’s one more thing we
could check...”

Mark spent the rest of his career at the BEP, moving from the Electro-
Machinist position to the Product Development Center, where he designed
and developed quality control and inspection equipment for U.S. currency.
Mark was the kind of man who could never sit still—not because he had to,
but because he genuinely believed there was always one more thing worth
doing. Whether it was fine-tuning the electronic examination systems for U.S.
currency and postage stamps or helping a colleague troubleshoot a stubborn
machine, he approached every task with precision, patience, and a quiet
determination that made you wonder if he had a secret stash of extra hours in
his day. His legacy at the BEP isn’t just in the systems he helped build, but in
the people, he lifted up along the way. He was a mentor, a friend, and a
relentless tinkerer with a heart as generous as his toolbox was full.

Outside of the BEP, Mark was a father, husband, partner, engineer, problem-
solver, storyteller, and lover of life. In July 2000, he and his wife Sally bought a
lot in the Hallowing Point neighborhood in Mason Neck, Virginia to raise their
kids in a peaceful, family-oriented neighborhood on the Potomac River. After
carefully and thoughtfully designing and researching the perfect home for his
family, he began construction on it in 2004. Mark worked on the house most
weekends and evenings after his full-time job at the BEP. He wore the hats of
architect, engineer, project supervisor, construction crew, design consultant,
and cleanup crew. With the help of his wife Sally, his brother Jon and a
handful of dedicated friends and workers, the Castle House (as it



affectionately became known throughout the neighborhood) was completed in
2007. Moving to the waterfront Hallowing Point neighborhood opened up the
world of boating to Mark and his family. They spent many days and overnight
trips on the Potomac River, learning the fine art of boating. In typical fashion,
Mark did extensive work on their boat to upgrade it to his high standards.

His latest project was his catamaran, Watermark Il. He spent much of the last
two years learning every inch of her, researching and then refitting her with all
she would need to make her both safe for trans-Atlantic crossings and also a
comfortable home. He found great joy and satisfaction in designing signature
Mark Poulsen improvements (all of which are patent pending, as he liked to
joke) that added functionality, safety and sometimes just pizzazz. He’d
planned to retire and live out the rest of his days on his floating piece of
paradise alongside his partner Rachael.

Mark was a gifted problem solver and engineer, loving nothing more than to
dream up a solution and bring it to life. He enjoyed the process just as much
as he enjoyed the destination. Mark enjoyed filling his life with new
experiences and memorable people. Family was always a big part of Mark’s
life, and he made annual pilgrimages to the Outer Banks of North Carolina to
reconnect with his very large (yet very close) extended family. Because of the
complicated family tree, he was lovingly named “Cuncle Mark,” (a combination
of “cousin” and “uncle”) by a whole generation of young children. He loved to
travel and bring home stories from wherever he went, jumping eagerly and
fearlessly into the unknown and encouraging others to do the same.

Everyone who met Mark liked him instantly or found him to be a pain in the
butt, or some combination of the two. He was a charming, vivacious man with
an infectious laugh. Though he was reliably late to nearly everything, it was
hard to stay mad at Mark. His loved ones affectionately coined the term



“‘Poulsen Time” to explain the way that Mark stuck to nobody’s schedule but
his own. Everyone who knew him would agree that he was one-of-a-kind with
a big personality.

Mark was preceded in death by his mother Kay, his father Jerry, and his older
brother Jon. He will be deeply missed by his daughter Emery, his son Cooper,
his wife (separated) Sally, and his partner Rachael Cole. He will also be
missed by his sisters Donna Poulsen Catron (Chris), Lora Poulsen Whitehurst
(Ben), and Kathryn Poulsen Dorshimer (Duane), sister-in-law Beth Poulsen,
and by his nieces and nephews Samantha, Sylvie, Trent, Melissa, Colby,
Berkeley, and Grant, as well as his 12 great nieces and nephews and the rest
of his large extended family. We feel comfort knowing he is reunited with his
family in Heaven and hope he is sailing off into paradise with fair winds and
following seas.

In lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to:

https://crabsailing.org - Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating (CRAB)
http://potomacriverkeepernetwork.org - Potomac Riverkeeper Network



Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 17. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Dr
Alexandria, VA 22315-5516
(703) 971-7400

Celebration of Life

OCT 17. 1:00 PM (ET)

Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Dr
Alexandria, VA 22315-5516
(703) 971-7400

Guests are encouraged to wear business casual attire and in honor of Mark please consider wearing his
favorite color blue.



Tribute Wall

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of
Mark E. Poulsen

In Loving Memory
Mark E. Poulsen
September 12, 1963 - October 4, 2025

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - October 20, 2025 at 12:56 PM

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Webcast in memory of Mark E.
Poulsen

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - October 13, 2025 at 10:02 AM

I met Mark about 20 years ago, He was ordering materials for the
house. The smartest person | ever met. The way he talked to people
and made it always about them is something | will never forget. And the
2 trips to Key West. As well . Just a Great Man. j, Joe

Joseph Kayne - October 17, 2025 at 10:50 AM



I met Mark a few years ago, as the neighbor to a property he owned.
He was a very kind man and such a great guy. To his wife and kids,
you all are in my thoughts and prayers, by sincere condolences to you
all. - Jacquelyn Smith

Jaquelyn Smith - October 17, 2025 at 11:14 AM

| was so shocked when | heard about Mark's death.

We met in 1995 at the BEP in Washington because | was working
for a supplier of banknote inspection systems at the time. Over the
years, we saw each other regularly at conferences (San José), even
after | became a university professor. Later, we always wrote to
each other at Christmas. It became a tradition. | am so sorry that
Mark has now passed away.

| offer my sincere condolences to his family.
I will always remember Mark.
Volker Lohweg, Bielefeld, Germany

Volker Lohweg - October 24, 2025 at 03:25 PM

Thank you Volker, it was definitely a shock to all of us. | know he
treasured your friendship and we appreciate your kind words and
condolences.

Donna C. - April 19 at 10:59 AM



Todd Gregory lit a candle in memory of Mark ]

E. Poulsen

Todd Gregory - October 17, 2025 at 01:27 PM

So sorry to see you go buddy. When Christy texted me about you,
passing it hit me with such a shock and | immediately started to tear up
and then | braced myself and told myself | have to finish this job I'm in
the middle of. Maybe | shouldn't of. Like who cares, just let it out right
there.

Anyways, as you all know Mark was a cool guy, smart and funny. | can
see some of those looks he would make when he was telling a story
and hear that laugh, he had. I'm going to miss those. It seems like
when | was out that way Mark was the cousin, | ended up talking to the
most. I'm so sorry for everyone who knew him but especially Sally and
the kids Cooper and Emery and of course the siblings Donna, Lora and
Kathryn. Rest in peace Cuz. Love you.

Todd Gregory - October 17, 2025 at 01:48 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mark E. Poulsen.

October 16, 2025 at 11:59 AM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

From Podgorska Family purchased the Simply EI
egant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mark E.
Poulsen.

From Podgorska Family - October 15, 2025 at 09:20 PM

Celestial Love was purchased for the family of
Mark E. Poulsen.

October 15, 2025 at 06:24 PM

9 files added to the tribute wall
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Cooper Poulsen - October 15, 2025 at 05:26 PM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1406&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1406&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Family, friends and the world have lost a great person. A brilliant
man, a craftsman, a man with a contagious sense of humor and a
man with a passion for excitement!

Thank you Mark for enriching the lives of all of us that were close to
you, we will miss you deatrly.

Brian Brennan

Brian Brennan - October 15, 2025 at 04:20 PM
Sean T. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Mark E. Poulsen.
Sean T. - October 15, 2025 at 12:56 PM
Sean T. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mark E. Poulsen.

Sean T. - October 15, 2025 at 12:55 PM



Sean T. purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Mark E. Poulsen.

Sean T. - October 15, 2025 at 12:55 PM

Rudy, Susan, and John Whitehurst purchased the
Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Mark E.
Poulsen.

Rudy, Susan, and John Whitehurst - October 15, 2025 at
09:01 AM

| don’t remember not knowing Mark. 46 priceless years. Forever
grateful §

Debi Freed - October 14, 2025 at 04:33 PM
Your Neighbors Suzanne and Dean Hess

purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Mark E. Poulsen.

Your Neighbors Suzanne and Dean Hess - October 14, 2025
at 09:52 AM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

My love, my rock, my home. You will forever hold a piece of my
heart.

Rachael Cole - October 14, 2025 at 04:54 AM

My condolences to Mark's family. | first met Mark about 40 years
ago whie working at the BEP. | had the privilege to work along side
Mark on various projects. Not only was he one of the most talented
person, he was one of the nicest. Few months ago we talked about
meeting up when he planned on boating down to NC. | think it
eases the pain knowing he lived life to the fullest.RIP

Tim Moloney

Timothy Moloney - October 13, 2025 at 09:57 AM



6 files added to the album Mark Poulsen

Emery Poulsen - October 12, 2025 at 05:41 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Mark E. Poulsen.

October 12, 2025 at 01:59 PM

The Haizlett Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mark E. Poulsen.

The Haizlett Family - October 12, 2025 at 01:59 PM


https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Hi,

I am a coworker of Mark and we had many good conversations over
the years. | am shook to hear of his passing.

| think highly of him and will always remember him.

Mark was an amazing person.
Lisa Shepard

Lisa Shepard - October 11, 2025 at 07:14 PM



