
Gerard "Jerry" Schratz
February 20, 1952 - April 16, 2024

Gerard “Jerry” Schratz of Burke, Virginia passed away on Tuesday, April 16,
2024 at age 72. 
Born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on February 20, 1952, he was one of four
children of the late Vincent and Rita (Gross) Schratz. He earned an
undergraduate degree in criminal justice from Indiana University of
Pennsylvania in Indiana, Pennsylvania, and served on the police force for the
city of Alexandria, Virginia for 25 years. In 1993, he met his wife, Leslie
Hickman, and they were married for 29 years. 
Jerry was a man who lived and loved a simple life. His pastimes included
gardening, rooting for the Washington Nationals (never missed a game),
jigsaw puzzles (the more complex the better), and studying the Civil War.
Although a long-time resident of northern Virginia, he never lost his affection
for his hometown of Pittsburgh to include the Steelers, baseball games as a
young man at Forbes Field, and ham BBQ. 

 

Although quiet, Jerry had a dry and sharp sense of humor, often accompanied
by his engaging smile. He started the “Lunch Bunch” at Saratoga Pizzeria on
Mondays as a way to meet with friends and enjoy good food and discussion
especially baseball. Jerry had the type of personality that made friends for life.
A devout Catholic, Jerry was a 4th Degree Knight of Columbus and faithful
parishioner at St. Raymond of Peñafort. He will truly be missed by many. 

 



Jerry adored his family. He was a loving husband to Leslie; brother to Rita
Murphy (Patrick) and Ann Hoyson (late husband Dr. Gregory); brother-in-law
to Robert Hickman, Catherine Vitaletti (Bill), and Charles Hickman; uncle to
Sean Martin, Dr. Mitchell Hoyson (Dr. Sarah Minney), Dr. Katherine Baeder
(Dan) and Elizabeth Tobay (Jason), Dominic Hickman, Ava Hickman, Mia
Hickman and Jillian Hickman; great uncle to two nephews and 2 nieces; and
numerous cousins. 

 He is predeceased by his parents Vincent and Rita (Gross) Schratz and his
older brother the Reverend Paul Schratz. 

Relatives and friends will be received at Jefferson Funeral Chapel, 5755
Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315, on Wednesday, April 24 from 2-
4PM and 6-8PM. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at St. Raymond of Peñafort, 8750
Pohick Road, Springfield, VA 22153, on Thursday, April 25, at 11AM.
Interment follows immediately at Fairfax Memorial Park, Fairfax, VA 22032. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to National Ataxia
Foundation (www.ataxia.org/donate), Central Union Mission (www.donate.mis
siondc.org), Retired Priest Fund at the Diocese of Arlington Catholic Charities
(www.ccda.net). Please view and sign the family guestbook at www.jeffersonfu
neralchapel.com.



Previous Events

Viewing

APR 24. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315
(703) 971-7400
info@jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com

Viewing

APR 24. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Jefferson Funeral Chapel
5755 Castlewellan Drive
Alexandria, VA 22315
(703) 971-7400
info@jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com

Mass of Christian Burial

APR 25. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Raymond of Peñafort Catholic Church
8750 Pohick Road
Springfield, VA 22153

mailto:info@jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/
mailto:info@jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/


Graveside Service

APR 25. 1:00 PM (ET)

Fairfax Memorial Park Cemetery
4401 Burke Station Rd
Fairfax , VA 22032



Tribute Wall
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel - April 24, 2024 at 08:49 AM

Jefferson Funeral Chapel created a Tribute Video in memory of
Gerard "Jerry" Schratz

Elizabeth McGeough - May 05, 2024 at 05:49 PM

Leslie, may God send you strength, comfort, peace and hope during
this time of sorrow. My love and deepest sympathy, Cousin Liz.

Judi Zullo - April 23, 2024 at 11:33 PM

Leslie, our hearts and prayers are with you at this time. May God
give you strength and comfort knowing Jerry rests peacefully in his
eternal life. Tony, Judi & Gabriella Zullo

catherine fetterman - April 23, 2024 at 08:02 AM

Our heartfelt condolences and daily prayers
for you Leslie and your family. May you feel
our Heavenly Father surround you all with his
love.



TF

L&



AN

The Bill Burke Family - April 22, 2024 at 10:53 AM

The Bill Burke Family purchased the Basket Full
of Wishes for the family of Gerard "Jerry" Schratz.

love Rita &Scott - April 22, 2024 at 10:49 AM

love Rita &Scott planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Gerard "Jerry"
Schratz.

April 22, 2024 at 10:49 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Gerard "Jerry" Schratz.

Ann - April 21, 2024 at 06:20 PM

Ann purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for
the family of Gerard "Jerry" Schratz.

https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4268&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Marie Ciccolella - April 20, 2024 at 08:54 PM

Jerry was my Corporal at Alexandria P.D. He joined me in many foot
pursuits. Eternity with Christ is the only way to go. Be blessed.


