
Arlin Alfred Kottman
July 18, 1928 - June 17, 2014

Arlin was born and raised in Forest Green, Missouri, to Alfred William and
Elenora Rohwer Kottman. His grandparents were born in Germany and came
to Forest Green in the 1800's. Forest Green is about an hour from Columbia,
Missouri. Some of Arlin's fondest memories were of growing up in this
German farming area. He often talked about the wonderful life he had growing
up with his dad being a farmer and his mother a housewife. He would talk
about hay rides and sleigh rides to the Salem Lutheran Church and playing
music with his siblings. His father played trombone, his sister Gertrude play
clarinet, and his sister Elsie played piano. He said this was the best of times. 

 

At an early age (5 yrs) Arlin was taught the trumpet by his father. He played in
his father's band when he was 7 years old and used to sit on catalogs to read
the sheet music. The band members were all adults except for Arlin, and it
was strange to have such a small boy playing trumpet. His father cut a deal
with the band members and said he would direct their band only if his son
could play the trumpet — a deal was cut. 

 

By being an exceptional trumpet player by the time he was in intermediate
and high school, he was known as the "big cheese" trumpet player. He
attended Salem Lutheran School until the 8th grade and then moved to a
public school, Glasgow High School. There he was well known for his trumpet
playing and basketball skills and ever since rooted for the Glasgow High



School Yellowjackets. He still received the Glasgow Missourian Newspaper to
keep up with their progress. Arlin was an avid St. Louis Cardinal fan and
proudly wore his Cardinal coat and hat everywhere he went. He was not
bashful about sharing his love for the Cardinals. 

 

Arlin graduated from Glasgow High School and came to Washington, DC, to
study music under the famous Lloyd Geyser. He worked as a "soda jerk" at a
Washington drug store to pay for his music lessons. Arlin moved on in his
musical career and played for the 257th US Army Reserve Band for 12 years.
After the Army he formed his own band and played for every establishment
known to mankind — "some you can mention and some you cannot mention,"
he always said with a big grin on his face. He was proud to boast that his
band played for a president of the United States — LBJ. 

 

At the same time Arlin was having fun playing the trumpet, he attended
college and earned a BS degree in Business Administration from Southern
University. Arlin slowed down on his musical endeavors — not by choice but
to increase his income— and 
accepted a position with the in-house research agency, Agricultural Research
Service (ARS), US Department of Agriculture. He was there for many years,
becoming the Administrative Officer and ultimately Executive Officer with the
Cooperative State Research Service (CSRS), US Department of Agriculture,
working with the 1862 and 1890 Land Grant Institutions. Arlin received many
accolades and awards for his exceptional service with the Federal and State
research system. Arlin retired from the federal government in 1985 with 32
years of service. 

 

Arlin was very active in the affairs of Nativity Lutheran Church. He served on
the Church 
Council and directed the choir for a period of time. He played his trumpet
many times for church service along with other Nativity members and was



also instrumental in getting the younger members of the church involved in
playing. Arlin and his wife Sandra were married at Nativity in November 1983. 

 

Arlin is preceded in death by his parents Alfred and Elenora Kottman of Forest
Green, MO, and his sister Gertrude Antonucci of St. Louis, MO. He is survived
by his wife Sandra, step-daughter Ursula Dandar (son-in-law Ed), and
grandchildren Victoria and Zachery of Winchester, VA, as well as his sister,
Elsie Kottman of Washington, DC. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Middle School
Music Fund at Nativity Lutheran Church.
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October 27, 2022 at 09:45 PM

Arlin Alfred Kottman

Jefferson Funeral Chapel - January 28, 2019 at 10:00 AM
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June 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Arlin was a true friend and I 
will sorely miss Him. I grew up knowing him and served with him in
the 257th Army 
Band. I remember when we both 
severed as soda jerks at Peoples Drug Store on Georgia Ave. DC. 
I will constantly pray for you Arlin. My heart is heavy with saddness
that you have left us. I hope with great joy that you now reside in
Heaven. God Bless his family 
My Heart is heavy to know that I am un-able to attend the funeral
since I am elderly and my wife has cancer - taking care of her.
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June 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I got to know Arlin in Church, he actually got me to join the choir
even though I con not read a stitch of music, he gave me
confidence in myself to try other things. Arlin influenced my son
Matthew when he was younger, he always tried to get the younger
kids to play music at church and this helped Matt to play other types
of music. My daughter Christina always thought of Arlin and Sandi
as framily (friends & family). Arlin was like the uncle she never had. 
Whenever I treated Arlin I always said "Hey handsome." It never
failed I always got a smile and a hug and kiss. Even the Sunday
before he passed I got that smile. So "Hey handsome" I will miss
you, but know I will be there for Sandi. May you Rest in Peace 
Love 
Marianne

June 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I met Arlin at Roy Rogers Restaurant many years ago.We had like
interests in politics, AMWAY, and family. 
He had a great outlook on life even though he had health problems. 
Fred joined us later when 
we both went to Roy\'s. 
Susie Moss

June 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

hey arlin, you are now with our buddy sam that we both loved and
buried that rainy day in our suits and ties--a great dog.
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June 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Arlin was my dear uncle and a person that greatly influenced the
choices I have made in my life. For a better part of 30 years we
often engaged in academic and sometimes profound conversations
concerning politics, economics, and sports. We were both die hard
conservatives and always had similar views on how the world
evolved around us. I regret never telling him that he made me a
better student in college, a better professional during my careers in
economics, counseling, and business, and a better spouse. I thank
him for the care and love he bestowed on my dearly missed
grandma, the companionship he shared with my favorite aunt, and
the fathership he provided my cousin. Arlin was a man that many
should emulate and admire. That's what I have always strived to do.
Deano

June 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

I have known Arlin for the better part of four years. We met at Roy
Rogers when I saw his St Louis Cardinal baseball cap. We were
both Midwest farm boys. We solved all the world's problems in an
hour at Roy's. Missed seeing him there the last six months. He will
be greatly missed by me and all his breakfast friends. Go Cardinals!


